
Parish Office 

Phone: 09 626 7744 

Email: christking@xtra.co.nz 

Website 

christthekingcatholic.org.nz 

Office Hours 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

9.00 am—3.00 pm 

Parish Staff 
Parish Priest  

Fr Benedict Francis 

Email: ben196@gmail.com 

 

Parish Secretary  
& Hall Bookings 

Esther Tu’u 

Email:  christking@xtra.co.nz 
 

Custodians 

Anae & Lesina 021 1391210 

For Baptisms and Marriages  
please contact the office or email  

Fr Benedict 
 

Christ the King School 
Phone: 09 626 7123 

Website: www.ctk.school.nz 

Sunday Mass Times 

Saturday Vigil: 6.00 pm 

Sunday: 8.30 am, 10.00 am 
 

Daily Mass Times 

Monday 

Liturgy of the Word  
with Holy Communion  9.00 am 

Tuesday—Thursday & Saturday 

9.00 am 

Friday 

10.00 am 
 

Reconciliation 

Saturday 9.30 am—10.00 am  
or by appointment 

 

Exposition/Benediction  
Thursdays 9.30 am -10.00 am  

Today’s  Readings 

Ezekiel 37:12-14 

Romans 8:8-11 

John 11:1-45 

 

Palm Sunday’s Readings 

Isaiah 50:4-7 

Philippians 2:6-11  
Matthew 26:14-27 

Planned Giving Scheme 
 

If you would like to join the Parish Planned 
Giving Scheme please fill in the Parish 

Registration Form available from the table 
in the foyer. For every dollar you donate, 

you get 33.33 cents back a tax credit. 

Second Collection  
This Weekend 

We encourage parents to enrol children well before their fifth birthday.                   
You are welcome to visit the classroom before your child starts so you can meet the 

teacher and observe classroom routines.  

 

 

 

 

 

260 Richardson Road, Mt Roskill, Auckland 1041 

 26 March 2023 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 



“The Resurrection and the Life” 
 

Resurrection hope is the central theme of the Scripture readings for the Fifth 

Sunday of Lent. We can see the progression in themes from the thirst for living 

water (Third Sunday of Lent), through the desire to be healed of our spiritual 

blindness (Fourth Sunday) to our ultimate desire to share in eternal life with the 

risen Lord (Fifth Sunday).  Death and resurrection are the themes that permeate 

today's Scripture lessons.  In the first reading, Ezekiel bears witness to the 

reanimation of the dead Israel in preparation for her return to the Promised Land. 

He guarantees his community in exile that God will one day bring them back to 

live in the freedom of the Promised Land. He assures his people that not even 

death will stop God from carrying out this promise.  St. Paul, in the second 

reading, assures the early Roman Christians who were facing death by persecution, 

and us who are surrounded by a culture of death, that the same Spirit Who raised 

Jesus from the dead and Who dwells within us will give life to our mortal bodies.  

He considers the Resurrection of Jesus as a reality, the ground of our Faith and 

the basis for our hope of sharing in Jesus’ Resurrection.  For John, in today’s 
Gospel, the raising of Lazarus is the final and greatest sign of Jesus, the Deliverer, 

a symbolic narrative of Jesus’ victory over death at the cost of his own life and a 
sign anticipating his Resurrection. Describing this great miracle, the Church 

assures us that we, too, will be raised into eternal life after our battle with sin and 

death in this world.  The readings assure us that our faith in Jesus, who is “the 
Resurrection and the Life,” promises our participation in resurrection                
and new life. 

We live in a world that is filled with death.  We kill each other in acts of murder, 

abortion, euthanasia, execution, war and terrorist activities.  We kill ourselves 

through suicide, drug and alcohol abuse, smoking, overwork, stress, bad eating 

habits, and physical neglect.  The most important question is: Are we prepared to 

face my death?  Lent is a great time to renew our faith, hope, and love of our Lord 

Jesus in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. When we receive the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation, Jesus will call our name and command, "Come out"! This is good 

news for all of us. This can be the beginning of a new life. 

 

We pray for all those who are in need of our prayers,  
are recovering from surgery or are terminally ill:   

 

Oscar Sequeira, Sandra Shear, Maria Chin,  
Max Joseph F Ng Lam, Sandra Shear, Akosita Carla Tuipulotu  

 

and for those whose anniversaries occur at this time:  
 Donald Matheson, Maliana Asini, Terry Page, 

Mary Davidson, Mary Bird, Bryan Paynter,  
Herbert Mayall, Mary Kiely 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord; and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May they rest in peace. 

Human Side of Jesus 

The author of the Gospel of John provides us 

with a glimpse of the human side of Jesus 

when Lazarus, one of Jesus’ close friends, dies. 

John tells us Jesus was troubled and wept 

openly upon hearing about Lazarus’ death. 

Since this is hardly the reaction we would 

expect from a deity who enjoys seeing people 

suffer, we can conclude from this story that 

Jesus is a God who does not like to see His 

friends in pain. So let’s stop blaming Him for 

all the evil in the world. It is not God’s will 

that we suffer and die.  

Baptism 

The Gospel today calls us to reflect on 

Baptism as a dying and rising with Jesus. In 

Baptism we die to sin’s power over us, rising 

as children of God. In Baptism we join 

ourselves with Christ, who conquered death 

once and for all so that we who believe in him 

may have eternal life. With Martha and Mary, 

we are called to profess our belief that Jesus is 

indeed the Resurrection and the life. 

Good Friday Stations  

of the Cross Procession  
 

On Good Friday, the Diocese will continue 
our traditional Stations of the Cross 

procession through Auckland CBD. We will 
begin by gathering at Albert Part Rotunda 
at 9am. The procession will conclude at St 

Patrick’s Cathedral at 11am. We would 
love you, your family, and your faith 

community to join us in this powerful public 
witness through the streets of Auckland.  


